Partners In Care

As Central Oregon changes, Partners In Care's
mission of compassionate care remains steadfast.
Central Oregon looked a lot different
in 1979 than it does today. Jimmy Carter
was President, gasoline sold for 89¢ per
gallon, minimum wage was $2.90 an hour,
the “snowboard” was beginning to make
an appearance on mountains throughout
the country, Sony had just released the
Walkman tape player, and Bend’s population was a mere 17,000.
If you are over the age of 40, many
of these facts may produce a sense of
nostalgia for you. Not as easily recalled is
the fact that end-of-life care wasn’t readily
available in our community. Along with
everything else, hospice has evolved; in
fact, it was such an important development that it was considered a movement
in our country.

Compassion was the key ingredient
spurring the hospice movement forward.
If not for the efforts of pioneers such as
Dame Cicely Saunders and Elisabeth
Kübler-Ross advocating for the chronically and terminally ill, hospice care
would have remained history. Instead,
this awareness of the end-of-life experience is now an essential part of health
care discussions around the country.
Partners In Care was built by pioneers,
too. Our legacy began in 1979 with a
group of volunteers who compassionately
cared for their neighbors and friends
at the end of their lives. These pioneers
changed the norm around talking about
death and dying by recognizing a need
that no one else would fill. This important

work laid the foundation for hospice
care becoming a nationally-recognized
Medicare benefit only a few years later.
Because of these volunteers, four more
decades of medical professionals, compassionate caregivers, and dedicated volunteers have continued this important work.
Today we spend an average of $3.50 on
a gallon of gas, Mt. Bachelor is a snowboard mecca, smart phones are the hot
new device, and Bend’s population is
nearing 100,000. Whether you grumble
about the evolution of Central Oregon
or embrace the opportunity, you can rest
assured that Partners In Care is right here
for you as we always have been, ready to
care for you and your family when you
need it most. §

Your Gift Can Make a Difference!
$50
Contribute to a grief
counseling session,
a Transitions check-in
for a medically-fragile
patient, a Palliative
Care consultation,
music therapy for a
dementia patient, or
funding to honor our
veterans with special
ceremonies.

$100
Help with the training
of a new volunteer
providing respite
for family caregivers
and helping with a
patient's isolation or
loneliness. Help a child
attend our no-cost,
four-day art camp in
July where students
express grief and loss.

$500
Cover the cost of a
few days in Hospice
House for a patient
in need of 24-hour
pain and symptom
management or for
a family in need of
respite, or help a nurse
further their education
and skills by certifying
in Hospice and
Palliative Care.

$1,000+
Your gift of $1,000
or more will be used
to sustain all of our
programs and services
for Central Oregonians
during their time
of need.

Every gift makes a
difference. Thank you!

Vet-to-Vet Volunteer Program
Veterans make up a substantial
portion of patients receiving services from
Partners In Care, and most of them have
served during times of war. Through our
partnership with the national We Honor
Veterans program, Partners In Care has
provided the highest level of support with
activities that promote a peaceful end of
life. Some of the ways we currently honor veterans are with
private pinning ceremonies,
recognition services, sharing
legacies, community and staff
education, and unique care
plans that align with their specific needs.
Most recently, Partners In Care
launched a new Vet-to-Vet Volunteer
Program that aims to match veterans who
are on hospice service with volunteers

who are also veterans. This match allows
patients who are at times experiencing
unique symptoms related to their military
service to have support from someone
who understands their needs in a way
that others cannot. The comradery felt
between patient and volunteer doesn’t
always result from long conversations
about difficult topics. In
fact, most of the time grief,
loneliness, and isolation are
combatted by the simple
presence of another who
understands the culture,
language, and impact of time spent in
the service. This unique veteran-centered
program also provides respite for family
caregivers. With the launch of the Vet-toVet Volunteer Program, Partners In Care

Partners In Care Opens Redmond Branch Office
Partners In Care has opened a new
branch office location in Redmond
located at 141 NW 6th St. The Redmond
Chamber of Commerce helped celebrate
the occasion with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony during their After Hours event
last Fall and again hosted a Coffee Clatter
gathering there earlier this month. The
branch office serves as home base for
clinical staff serving the greater Redmond
area—a place where they can chart their
patient visits, do scheduling, pick up supplies, and conduct training sessions. The
remodeled building includes ample space
for conducting the popular community
education programs. §

(541) 382-5882
partnersbend.org

Photo: Ernie Tafalla, Veterans Outreach
Coordinator, at a veterans pinning ceremony.
has achieved the highest level of participation in the national We Honor Veterans
program. Learn more about Partners
In Care’s Veterans Outreach by visiting
partnersbend.org. §

Friends of Hospice
Enters Fourth Year
Friends of Hospice is a non-profit
supporting organization of Partners In
Care. Now in its fourth year of operation,
it is governed by a 7-person board of
directors. People who have a “heart for
hospice” can join the organization with
a $25 annual contribution per household.
Monthly educational workshops, book
discussion gatherings, movie nights, and
other activities are offered, along with a
wide variety of discounts from businesses
for services and products. Membership
is a great way to express appreciation for
hospice care while supporting the Hospice
House inpatient unit at Partners In Care. §

(541) 410-3918
friendsofhospiceoregon.org

