Partners In Care

New Hospice Physician
Dr. Anna Roberti will join the medical team at Partners In Care
at the end of July. She becomes the fifth physician in the group
that includes Chief Medical Director Dr. Lisa Lewis, Palliative
Care Medical Director Dr. Jennifer Blechman, and Hospice
Physicians Dr. Brenda Johnson and Dr. Christine Pierson.
For the past year, Dr. Roberti has served as a Fellow in
Hospice and Palliative Care at City of Hope Comprehensive
Cancer Center in Duarte, California. Prior to this service, she
worked as an attending physician for La Clinica De Familia,
a busy federally-qualified health care center located on the
border with Mexico and El Paso, Texas.
Her education and training took place in both the United
States and Mexico. Interestingly, she holds a BA in Drama
and English, and spent four years in Italy learning Italian,
teaching English, and eating a lot of gelato. When asked about
her personal interests, she noted that she plays the cello
sometimes, practices meditation and enjoys travel and hiking.
Her claim to fame includes auditioning for a role in the Cohen
brothers’ movie, Fargo, and getting called back twice before
losing the role to ‘two real Minnesotan gals.’ §

“I am looking forward
to working with Central
Oregon’s hospice patients.
Partners In Care has a
wonderful team and I get to
live in a beautiful location. I
have found my new home!”
-Dr. Anna Roberti

Honor Bestowed to Physician
Dr. Jennifer Blechman, Palliative Care Medical Director at
Partners In Care, has earned the designation Fellow of the
American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine
(FAAHPM). It is the highest honor that can be bestowed upon
a physician member of the Academy. §

News Briefs

• Dozens of volunteers stepped up to make and donate
over 1,000 fabric face masks for Partners In Care. The
masks (above) are an example of the colorful masks
made by the Heartwarmers group of volunteers. §
• The community-based palliative care program has
received $50,000 from the PacificSource Community
Health Excellence grant program. Roundhouse
Foundation has awarded $1,000 to the children’s
bereavement program. And the Sunriver Christian
Fellowship Endowment Fund has granted $2100 for the
purchase of personal protective equipment. §
• Due to the pandemic, the annual BendFilm fundraiser
had to be cancelled. It was to debut a short film
highlighting Partners In Care. BendFilm is exploring
innovative options to bring this film to our community;
watch for event details to come. §

• The NW Collective
produced a video featuring
three stories of hospice
patients and an overview
of the new Hospice House
inpatient facility. §
> Watch our video at
partnersbend.org/campaign
Spring 2020

Partners In Care Announces Plans for New Hospice House
After nearly twenty years providing hospice care in a sixbed facility, Partners In Care has begun construction on a
new 12-bed Hospice House on its campus in Bend. Bendbased DKA Architecture & Design is the lead architect on
the project along with ALSC Architecture out of Spokane,
WA who designed two hospice inpatient facilities in
the Spokane area. JBattleson Design is the project’s
landscape architect and SunWest Builders serves as
general contractor.
Partners In Care will move into the new 14,600-squarefoot building in late 2021 and then remodel their existing
building to provide for more clinical, administrative, and
community education space. These components, as
well as the construction of a new parking lot, will cost
an estimated $12 million. A capital campaign is being
conducted to raise approximately half of the cost.
“We began this journey over two years ago,” said CEO
Eric Alexander, “with an initial assessment and master
plan concept by local architect Neal Huston. From there,
we selected Jim Barrett as our project manager, formed a
staff working group, conducted site visits of several other
hospice inpatient facilities, and interviewed architects
and builders.”

While Hospice House is not residential living, families
will be able to spend the night, gather in sun-filled
common areas, or escape to private nooks to read or visit.
Each room will include extra-large, fully adjustable beds,
a private bathroom with roll-in showers, visitor seating,
secure storage, and a smart TV for entertainment and
virtual communications. Plans include a Chapel, a Great
Room with a two-sided fireplace, a commercial kitchen,
and an activity room. Outside gardens, play spaces, and
a polished basalt water feature with an infinity edge will
provide a place for connection and quiet reflection.
The new Hospice House is designed to care for hospice
patients with the most acute end-of-life needs or who
will benefit from a short stay to provide respite for family
members. Approximately a third of the patients will
return home following an average 5-day length of stay.
For more information about the new Partners In Care
Hospice House, as well as the capital campaign, please
visit partnersbend.com/campaign. Interested donors may
also learn more by calling (541) 706-1335 or emailing
NewHospiceHouse@partnersbend.org. §
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