Partners In Care

Finding a Gem Among the Junk
For patients who receive a terminal diagnosis, it’s common to spend time
reflecting on life—their values, accomplishments, and what matters most.
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Volunteer Corner
Larry Kogovsek
Nearly forty years ago, hospice volunteers carried out the work now known
as Partners In Care. Today, volunteers
are still an integral part of the organization. Without their commitment of time,
support, and presence, an important piece
of our team would be missing.
Larry Kogovsek
has volunteered with
Partners In Care
since 2004. Larry’s
existential interest in
caring for the dying
was instilled in him
at an early age by the Jesuit education
system. His first experience with the dying
occurred at age eleven. For a community
service project, his class was required to
spend time with the sick and elderly. This
and other experiences fueled his desire to
volunteer today.
Larry now volunteers for Partners In
Care Hospice patients and Transitions
clients. He believes volunteers help combat
the isolation dying patients feel when first
facing a terminal diagnosis, and ease the
strain families experience as caregivers.
Larry practices being present with his
patients. He diligently listens to their
stories, learning about their needs and
desires. He often goes above and beyond to
help them fulfill some of these needs.
“Each person you see stays with you.
These experiences stay with you,” said
Larry, reflecting on his recent patient visits.
“What you realize is that these encounters
become your teacher. They make you more
aware of the beauty in life.” §

Partners In Care Transitions Program
Receives Grant Funding

Palliative Care Expands to Mosaic
Last August, the community-based palliative care program
operated by Partners In Care expanded to serve patients at Mosaic
Medical primary care clinics. The nurse-led palliative care team
is now embedded in Mosaic Medical in addition to High Lakes
Health Care. Palliative Care nurses help patients cope with serious
illness by counseling both patient and provider about advance care
planning and symptom management. Photos, L-R: Palliative Care
Director Jennifer Blechman, MD, Palliative Care Nurses Angel W.
and Adriane M. §

The Sunriver Women’s Club has chosen to benefit the Transitions program at Partners In Care with a $2,000 grant. It will be
used in the creation of patient and volunteer activity kits, as well as
in support of basic needs for clients such as groceries, transportation, and pet food. Photos, L-R: Transitions Coordinators Laurie S.
and Bethany B. §

Friends of Hospice Plans Programs
Friends of Hospice is a non-profit, membership-based organization in Central Oregon supporting Partners In Care. With an
annual household membership of just $25 a year, you will enjoy
many benefits including regular monthly programs.
Membership is a great way to express appreciation for hospice
care, and perhaps even change the narrative around what it means
to approach the end of life.
Join today by visiting www.FriendsofHospiceOregon.org. §

Upcoming Friends of Hospice Events
May 24

End-of-Life Rituals & Remembrances

June 21

Movie Night! Screening the movie Lucky

July 26

Nature, Music, and Art at the End of Life

August 23

Mindfulness and Caregiving

A New Piano For Hospice House
Earlier this year, Partners In Care purchased a new piano for Hospice House
with memorial contributions. Volunteer pianist Larry Rauch (pictured) helped
with the selection of the new piano. It is a Roland digital piano that can easily be
transported to individual patient rooms, the chapel, and around Hospice House.
The existing piano could no longer be repaired or maintained efficiently and
needed to be replaced. This need was shared with donors Earl Lau and Gretchen
Makinson when they expressed their interest in providing funding for a need in
Hospice House in memory of their loved ones. A plaque on the piano memorializes Earl’s wife, Janice Lau, and Gretchen’s father, Gunther Heeren. §
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